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THE 


[LORDS PROTEST. 


Die Veneris 2dq Maij, 1746. 


HE Order of the Day being tread, 
1 for taking into Conſideraion the ſeve- 
ral Papers preſented to this Houſe the 28th 

(of April laſt, purſuant to their Lordſhips 
Addreſs to his Majeſty of the 22d of the ſame 
Month. 


The ſaid Papers were alſo read. 
Then, 


Y Tt was mov'd to reſolve, That an humble 
J Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, [moſt 
humbly to repreſent to His Majeſty, as the 
oy Opinion and Advice of this Houſe, That 
; N on the War in Flanders, at ſo vaſt 

a 


n 
a Diſproportion of Expence to this Nation; 
while the States of the United Provinces, not- 
withſtanding the unaccountable Loſs of the 
- greateſt Part of their Barrier, and notwith- 

ſtanding the very great Efforts which this 
Nation has made, have hot only avoided de- 
claring War againſt France, purſuant to 
Treaties, but are actually negociating fot 
themſelves at the Court of France, is a Mea- 
ſure tending more to exhauſt a Nation, long 
and grievouſly burthen'd with Debts and 
"Taxes, and to deſtroy the publick Credit, than 
to weaken the Power of the common Ene- 
my, which can beſt be effected, by this Na- 
tion, where itſelf is weaken' d leaſt, by a vi- 
gorous Exertion of our Naval Strength, fand 
by enabling (as far as the Circumſtances of 
the Nation will permit) thoſe Powers upon 
the Continent, who are more nearly intereſted | 
in its Defence, to imimate the magnanimous 
Conduct of his Majeſty” s good Ally the King 
of Sardinia; in carrying on the War as Prin- 
cipals in defence of their owh neareſt Con- 
cerns, and to maintain the Liberty and Inde- 
pendence of Europe againft the ambitious 
Views and Attempts of Fravce, | 


Which 


"TP 
Which being ohje@ted u hic 
Kad long Debate thereupon, gas 
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Tlie Gl, was put upon the laid 
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Andi it was 5 eckt in tlie Neg; 


-Contedit 26 | 
Not Cont. 81 


Diſentient 


1: $0; Becauſe it appears to us; to be a Mea. 
ſure repugnant to the real and fundamental 
Intereſts of this Iſland to engage Great Br1- 


lain as a Principal; and, in effect, as the 


only Principal in a Land Wat in the Necher- 
lands; the Conſequences of which are tiot 


only the Encreaſe of Taxes, and of Debts at 


home, but ſuch immenſe Exportations of Spe- 


Cie abroad, as this Country cannot long, with- 


gut Ruin, ſuſtain; 


2aly, Becaui we have experienced, and 
feet the Miſchieſs ariſing to this Nation from 
the undue” Influence of foreign Intereſts upon 


the 


( 8) 
the Continent, whereby we have been un. 
neceſſarily embroiled in endleſs Jealouſies and 
Conteſts, and engaged in impracticable Trea- 
ties and'fruitleſs Subſidies, until after Intervals 

(hardly to be diſtinguiſhed) of Peace without 
Oeconomy, and War without Effect, ſcarce 
any Trace remains of all the Efforts which 
this Nation has made upon the Continent, 
except that of a Debt of more than ſixty 
Millions, exhauſting the landed, diſtreſſing 
the trading Intereſt, creating new Powers and 
Influence dangerous to the Conſtitution, ſap- 
ping the Credit, and prey ing _ the very 
Vitals of our 3 


Je. Becauſe: the means for carrying on 
the War have appear'd, and ſtill appear to us, 
not only burthenſome and grievous. to the 
Nation, but inſufficient to the national End 
(which in our Opinion ought to be the Re- 
eſtabliſhment of Peace) and the Conduct of 
the War throughout the ſeveral Changes of 
Adminiſtration at home, ſeems to us to have 
been unaccountable from the unavailing Vic- 
tory. of Dettingen, to the Slaughter of 0 our 


gallant Countrymen at Fonteny, 


4tby, 


R 3 


(9) 
4thly, Becauſe we have ftill leſs Reaſon for 
concurring in this Meaſure, when we reflect 
upon the Conduct of our Allies, Tah hay- 
ing been well nigh loſt, by the Inattention 
of the Court of Vienna, and the Barrier in 


the Netherlands having been unacconntably 
given up by a Conduct” of the Dutch, for 


which we want a Name, as we want Rea- 
ſons for the ineffectual and contemptuous 
Succour which they ſent in our domeſtick 
Diſtreſs; and Part of which (even ſuch as it 
was) they withdrew when the Danger ap- 


pear d greateſt, 


5thly, Becauſe after thoſe Miniſters, who 
firſt engaged us in this Meaſure, had declar'd 


the Concurrence of the Dutch eſſential to 


its Succeſs ; and after a new form'd Admi- 
niſtration had fo explicitly declar'd that Con- 


currence to be the neceſſary Condition of 


continuing that Meaſure, after not only the 
Conduct, but the very Words of the Dutch 


(as cim d in the Memorial which has 


been laid before us) manifeſt their Diſabili- 


ty, or their Diſinclination to any cordial or 


effectual Concurrence; and after it is become 
f not- 


(1 | 
hotorious, that at this very Time they are. 
treating for themſelyes at the Court of 
France, (if we may not rather infer, from 


their Conduct, that they have already ſecur'd 
to themſelves that Protection which their 


Anceſtors diſdain'd .) After all theſe Conſide- 
rations, we hold it inexcuſable to concur in 
charging our poor and exhauſted Country 


with new and immenſe Expences, which 


not only common Senſe, but Experience has | 


pointed out to be in this Conjuncture inef- 
fectual. A Conjuncture, in which even they, 
who adviſe his Majeſty, did not flatter us 
with much Hopes of Succeſs. 


6thly, Becauſe the prodigious 3 
which this Nation {liſtains ih Support of this 


| Meaſure for the Hite. of foreign Mercena- 
ties, bears no Proportion between us and our 


Allies, either with Regard to their and our 
Intereſts to Stipulations -obſery'd in former 
Wars, or to bur preſent Abilities, and mult 
inevitably be (as we apprehend) a growing 
Expence, if jo preſent Meaſujes are pur- 


ft ted, 


7thly, 


( 11 ) 
thy, E Becauſe we have ſeen Part of the 
Britiſp Forces left uſeleſs Abroad, at a Time 
when ati additional military Strength was 
| thought wanting for our domeſtick Defence ; 
3 and that Want ſupply'd by foreign Merte- 
- naries, which alarms us greatly, ſrom the 
l Reflections we cannot avoid making on the 
[ fatal Conſequences which may be produced 
1 
; 


to this Country, if a Prerogative ſhall be 
ever eſtabliſhed for bringing over into this 


1 Country foreign Mercenaries in Britiſb Pay, 
even during the ſitting of Parliament, and 
8 without previouſly conſulting that Parlia- 


ment in a Matter ſo new, and ſo eſſential 
to the Honour, and to the Safety of the 


i Nation. This alarms us the more, when 
s ve ſee the Troops of Hanover, which had 
1 been affectedly ſecreted from the laſt Year's 
R Eſtimates (tho' paid by this Nation then) 
ID | now taken avowedly again into Britiſb Pay; 
1 for which ſecond Variation we are not able 
ſt to aflign any national Motive; Our Alarm, 
g therefore, muſt increaſe; ſince that Patriot- 
— Teal ſeems alarm'd no longer, which adopted, 
at leaſt, the Conſtitutional Jealouſy, and 


, which had given, at leaſt, the Sanction of 
| Mi- 


— —A— — — . . — 
— 
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Miniſterial and Parliamentary Acquieſcence 


to the popular Diſcontent occaſion'd before 
by the Troops of Hanover, we, therefore, 
conſider it as our bounden Duty to our 


Country, and to his Majeſty's Royal Fa- 
mily, to warn Poſterity to watch the Ex- 
ertion of fo dangerous a Prerogative, (by 


which, upon the fame Reaſoning, and Pre- 
tence, that a ſmall Number of Hanoverians 
may be introduced into this Country, any 
greater Number may ; and if that ſhall ever 
be the Caſe, the Rights and Liberties of 
this Country may be left at Mercy, or the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion in his Majeſty's Royal 


Houſe. be, at leaſt, endanger'd by the Diſ- 


contents. which ſuch a Meaſure might pro- 
duce in * Hearts of the People. 


8-hly, Becauſe we are engel aui 
more from engaging in the further Burthens- 
and Hazards of this Conſuming Meaſure, 
by the fad View of the Situation of Affairs 
at home. The Peace of the Kingdom is 


not yet intirely reſtored ; the whole Expence 


already incurr'd by the Rebellion is not yet 
aſcertain d; the further Expence, which 


may 


(13) 

may be incurr'd, cannot be yet foreſeen ; 
the preſſing Demands of the. Navy - Debt 
weaken us moſt where we ſhould endea- 
vour to be ſtrongeſt ; and ſince to theſe we 
may add the Stagnation of Commerce, the 
Decay of our Inland Trade, the vaſt In- 
creaſe of our military Eſtabliſhment at home, - 
made up of Hands wanted by the Manu- 
facturer, and the Farmer; the Decreaſe of - 
national Wealth, the Difficulty, and enhan- 
ced Expence of raiſing Supplies; when ad- 

ding Debts to Debts, we have parted, i 
Effect, with the very Power of a 
tion, by mortgaging the Sinking Fund; the 
Fludtuato and Delicacy of the Publick Cre... 
the Combination of all theſe Circum- 
— 5 preſents to our Minds a dark and 
dangerous Situation (ſuch a one as we would 
not have thus pointed out, if it remain'd a 
Secret to any one within, or without this 
iſland) a Situation, which, we apprehend, 
ought to fix our Attention, in the firſt - 
Place, at home, and to warm us not to 
- provipimts the too nearly impending, Ruin 
of our Country. We ſhould rather hope, 
* a proper Exertion of our own Britiſh 
Naval 


(14) 1 
Naval Strength, and by aſſiſting the Powsz 
ers more nearly concerned upon the Con- 
tinent, with unſparing, but not with laviſh. 
Hands, to withſtand the ambitjous Deſigns 
of France; that we might regain to this 
Nation from foreign Powers that Reſpect 
grounded upon our Prudence, and upon 
our Strength rightly apply'd; which along 
ought to be made the Foundation, and 
can alone be the Support of Peace. At 
leaſt that, we might find ſome Leiſure from 
our Cares for others, to effect, if poſſible, 
our own domeſtick Welfare, inſtead of pro- 
moting (as we apprehend the preſent Mea- 
fures tend to promote) National Calamity, | 
Bankruptcy, and Military Government. 


athy, Becauſe our Duty to God, and to 
our Country, excites us in fuch a Situation : 
more particularly to exert ourſelves in Diſ- 
charge of that Office, for which we ſtand 
accountable to both, being eſtabliſh'd by 
the Conſtitution Guardians of the People, 
and Counſellors to the Crown, conſtituted 
to watch, to check, to avert, to retrieve, 
to ſupport, or to withſtand wherever our 
Duty 


„a 
Duty ſuggeſts; in which no Deſire of Op- 
Poſition, no perſonal Diſlike, no little Mo- 
tive of Reſentment, or of Ambition; no ſelf- 
iſh, nor partial Conſideration has anirnated; 
can relax, or ſhall diſgrace our Conduct; 
affected deeply, but not depreſod with the 
impending Ruin of our Country; we are 


_ determin'd not to be remiſs our Endea- 


vours to retrieve its Welfare, which can 
only be effected by the Re- eſtabliſnment of 
Peace, and of Order, by wiſe Occonomy, 
and temperate Reformation ; by regaining 
Confidence, and Authority to Government ; 
and reviving in the Nation a truly Britiſh, 
and a moral Spirit. With all who will 
concur in ſuch a Conduct we will unite 
with Affection. All other Connections and 
Views we diſclaim and abhor. 


Beaufort, 
Suffolk and Berkſhire, 
- Northampton, ' 
Weſtmorland, 
Ferrer, 
Oxford and Mortimer, 
Abingdon, 
Auyle ford, 
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